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FBI – Newburgh Operations Brief 

On May 13, 2010 over 600 law enforcement officers from 20 local, state and 

federal agencies converged on Newburgh, NY (population 29,000) in the early 

morning hours to deploy one of the largest gang takedowns in history.  

Newburgh is only 70 miles north of Manhattan.  The FBI-led Hudson Valley Safe 

Streets Task Force embarked upon a 16 month investigation headed up by 

SSRA James Gagliano.  The Task Force unsealed indictments against 78 

members from the Bloods and the Latin Kings as well as other unsuspecting 

gang members. Newburgh, NY had led the state in murders and violent crime per capita in 2008, 2009 

and to date for 2010.  

“There are a number of neighborhood gangs in Newburgh, but these two national gangs are responsible 

for much of the drugs and crime in the city,” said Special Agent Jim Gagliano. 

“The arrests on May 13
th

 severely disrupted both organizations in Newburgh,” Gagliano said. “We took 

most of the local leaders of the Bloods and the Latin Kings off the streets. Some of them will likely be put away for so long they will 

never return to the city.” 

A Partnership with the Newburgh Community Was Formed 

The FBI embarked upon a unique approach at the beginning of forming the Task Force.  

Parallel to the crime investigations Special Agents started developing partnerships in 

the city of Newburgh NY in support ƻŦ ǘƘŜ C.LΩǎ {ŀŦŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  InfraGard 

Coordinator, SA Maryann Goldman served as a liaison and established the Newburgh 

Strategic Action Commission whose members represent both the Public and Private 

Sectors.    Their focus is to unearth solutions to halt the disturbing uptick of crime and 

downward spiral within the city. 

An important partnership was formed from the FBI and {! aŀǊȅŀƴƴ DƻƭŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ 

with Orange County Choppers (OCC )Σ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǿ 

American Chopper.  The result of this partnership led to the creation of a Custom FBI 

Chopper Project.  The OCC Foundation built a custom FBI/InfraGard motorcycle that 

was donated to InfraGard in August in Newburgh NY.   INMA Board Chairman Kathleen Kiernan and Laurie Venditti, Community 

Outreach Chairman attended the dedication ceremony.  άOur homeland security is wholly dependent on individuals willing to 

safeguard it, one neighborhood at a timeέ ǎŀƛŘ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ YƛŜǊƴŀƴ. 

Paul Teutul, Sr riding the FBI/InfraGard Custom Chopper 

Kathleen Kiernan, INMA Chairman 



This showcase motorcycle will be used to raise awareness of the gang problems and highlight FBI engagement in communities where 

the FBI and InfraGard have deployed resources to create awareness of its gang, infrastructure protection, and national security 

initiatives. A full video of the dedication can be found on the www.infragardmembers.org website.  

The OCC Foundation, Inc, the charitable arm of the custom motorcycle shop, Orange County Choppers, in sponsorship with the 

tƻƭƛŎŜ /ƘƛŜŦǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ hǊŀƴƎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ b¸ ŀƴŘ the InfraGard National Members Alliance has built a second bike, the "Stop the 

Violence" chopper to help raise funds for the Center for HOPE in Newburgh, New York. The Center for HOPE serves at-risk youth 

vulnerable to the violence and gang activity in the City of Newburgh.  

 “We’re excited to be kicking off the OCC Foundation with a raffle to benefit the Newburgh youth anti-violence program through the 

Center for HOPE. With our partnership with the FBI’s InfraGard program, NSAC and others in the community we’re set to get the 

word out to kids in Newburgh that there are options outside of gang culture,” said Paul Teutul, Sr  founder of Orange County 

Choppers.  

Raffle proceeds will help to build key educational and recreational programs geared at providing positive alternatives and activities 

for Newburgh youth and families, helping them say no to gangs and violence in their community. The programs, which the kids 

themselves have identified, include music production, dance, and boxing along with mentoring programs and life skills training that 

teach kids the self-control, respect, self-confidence, and discipline they need to succeed in life. Tickets for the "Stop the Violence" 

chopper raffle can be purchased at www.occfoundation.org or by calling 1-877-608-BIKE.  The chopper will be on display for the 

length of the raffle in OCC's Retail Store and Showroom. The drawing will take place there on March 19, 2011. Full rules and 

regulations for the raffle can be found online at www.occfoundation.org. 

 

This InfraGard National  Program ς Operation Gang Awareness is part of the Community Outreach Committee.  The custom bike has 

a FBI theme, showcasing both the FBI seal and InfraGard seal.  The  Community Outreach Committee is organizing VIP Meeting 

Events to include an OCC Tour package program for InfraGard Member Alliances to take advantage of by sending members to the 

OCC Bike Museum to see the FBI Themed Chopper and meet the leadership from OCC!  Contact us to begin the process of 

scheduling an event for your Alliance.  

The American Chopper has aired an FBI-InfraGard bike series 7 episode 6 on TLC. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OunfVnB7uUY 

The FBI-InfraGard bike is museum quality and is on display at the Orange County Chopper facility in Newburgh, NY. Plans are 

underway to have the bike make special appearances at InfraGard events in 2011.  

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ άOperation Gang Awarenessέ is actively seeking InfraGard members to serve on the 

committee.  Please let us know if you are interested in supporting this important cause.   Contact: Laurie Venditti, INMA Community 

Outrach Committee Chairman 917-596-3037 Venditti@partnerforsecurity.com  

Be sure to visit the new FBI Gang Violence Website at: http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/vc_majorthefts/gangs/gangs  
FBI Violent Gang Safe Streets Task Forces by state nationwide - http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/vc_majorthefts/gangs/violent-gangs-task-forces  
Photos: FBI & InfraGard 
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